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GN Docket No. 96-113

DOCKET FILE COpy ORIGINAL

REPLY COMMENTS OF AMERICALL INTERNATIONAL, LLC

Americall International, LLC ("Americall"), by its attorneys, hereby

submits its reply comments in the above-captioned proceeding. Americall is the

winning bidder for nine C Block broadband PCS licenses. It is also a participant in

the D, E and F Block license auction.

Like the majority of commenters, Americall supports the Commission's

efforts to increase flexibility with regard to spectrum disaggregation. By increasing

the options for subdividing the rights granted in broadband PCS licenses, the

proposed rule changes will permit necessary infusions of capital and will result in a

true spectrum marketplace where businesses can obtain capacity where needed to

rapidly serve growing consumer demand. The proposals will meet the
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Commission's goalsll by helping to minimize the barriers that ordinarily

accompany the sale or purchase of the existing large blocks of broadband PCS

spectrum by small businesses such as Americall.

Americall concurs with the proposals concerning spectrum

disaggregation. Permitting disaggregation prior to the five-year construction

benchmark will facilitate increased competition: a greater number of companies

will have access to spectrum in more frequency bands, and consequently will be

able to more rapidly enter and compete in those bands.

Licensees should be permitted to hold licenses for a minimum of 1

MHz of broadband PCS spectrum.~1 Advanced digital cordless telephone services,

portable facsimile and certain wireless LAN services can be provided over less than

1 MHz. Moreover, although the authorized spectrum bands have been used to

distinguish the broadband from the narrowband radio service, the services will

remain distinguishable by reference to the frequency band for which the initial

JJ See Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, FCC 96-287, WT Docket No. 96-148, GN
Docket No. 96-113, released July 15, 1996, ~ 11 ("NPRM").

~I See NPRM, , 43. Accord, Comments of BellSouth at 12; Omnipoint at 10-11.
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license for the relevant spectrum was granted.~1 Where a licensee offers only

narrowband PCS services utilizing broadband PCS bands, the company could be

provided with a choice as to which set of rules shall apply.

The Commission should free a disaggregator from responsibility for

meeting obligations of the disaggregatee,il aside from any arrangements among the

two parties reached in private agreement. The initial licensee should not be placed

in the position of guaranteeing the debts or performance of a partitionee,

particularly where the two have no control relationship.

Although Americall supports the general goal of providing altemative

means of satisfying construction obligations, it advocates permitting parties to a

disaggregation agreement to allocate construction obligations among themselves.ftl

If this private agreement results in construction that would have sufficed to meet

the initial licensee's required buildout, no additional construction or certifications

should be required.

~I See 47 C.F.R. § 24.5 (defining "broadband PCS" and "narrowband PCS" by
reference to frequency bands, rather than block size).

.4/ Accord, Comments of Cook Inlet Region, Inc. at 3; NextWave at 2,4-5.

ftl Accord, Comments ofU S West at 15.
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CONCLUSION

Americall advocates prompt adoption of the Commission's proposals to

permit expedited broadband PCS spectrum disaggregation, and respectfully urges

the Commission to free a disaggregator from responsibility for meeting obligations

of its disaggregatee, aside from any duties reallocated by agreement between the

parties.

Respectfully submitted,

AMERICALL INTERNATIONAL, LLC

Its Attorneys

4



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Kathy Bates, a legal secretary with the law firm of Hogan & Hartson L.L.P.,

hereby certify that on this 30th day of August, 1996, a copy of the foregoing Reply Comments

of Americallintemational, L.L.C. was delivered by U.S. first class mail, postage prepaid, except

where otherwise indicated, to the parties listed below.

KathBates

The Honorable Reed E. Hundt··
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 814
Washington, D.C. 20554

The Honorable James H. Quello··
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 802
Washington, D.C. 20554

The Honorable Susan Ness··
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 832
Washington, D.C. 20554

The Honorable Rachelle B. Chong··
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 844
Washington, D.C. 20554

David Furth, Esq.**
Chief, Commercial Wireless Division
Wireless Telecommunications Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
2025 M Street, N.W., Room 7002
Washington, D.C. 20554

** By hand delivery.
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Sandra Danner, Esq.··
Chief, Legal Branch
Commercial Wireless Division
Wireless Telecommunications Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
2025 M Street, N.W., Room 7002
Washington, D.C. 20554

Mr. Stephen Markendorff··
Chief, Broadband Branch
Commercial Wireless Division
Wireless Telecommunications Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
2025 M Street, N.W., Room 7002
Washington, D.C. 20554

Mr. Thomas Dombrowski··
Broadband Branch
Commercial Wireless Division
Wireless Telecommunications Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
2025 M Street, N.W., Room 7002
Washington, D.C. 20554

Jonady Hom, Esq.**
Legal Branch
Commercial Wireless Division
Wireless Telecommunications Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
2025 M Street, N.W., Room 7002
Washington, D.C. 20554



Shelley Spencer
AirGate Wireless, L.L.C.
6511 Griffith Road
Laytonsville, MD 20882

Wayne V. Black
Nicole B. Donath
Keller and Heckman LLP
1001 G Street, N.W.
Suite 500 West
Washington, D.C. 20001

Cathleen A. Massey, VP External Affairs
Douglas I. Brandon, VP External Affairs
1150 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.
Suite 400
Washington, D.C. 20036

Howard J. Symons
Sara F. Seidman
Mintz, Levin, Cohn, Ferris

Glovsky & Popeo
701 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Suite 900
Washington, D.C. 20004

Walter H. Alford
John F. Beasley
William B. Barfield
Jim O. Llewellyn
1155 Peachtree Street, N. E.
Suite 1800
Atlanta, GA 30309-2641

David G. Frolio
David G. Richards
1133 21st Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036

Andrea D. Williams
Michael F. Altschul
Randall S. Coleman
Cellular Telecommunications Industry

Association
1250 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.
Suite 200
Washington, D.C. 20036
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Susan W. Smith
Century Personal Access
Network, Inc.
3505 Summerhill Road
Texarkana, TX 75501

Joe D. Edge
Mark F. Dever
Drinker Biddle & Reath
901 Fifteenth Street, N.W.
Suite 900
Washington, D.C. 20005

Andre J. Lachance
1850 M Street, N.W.
Suite 1200
Washington, D.C. 20036

Stephen G. Kraskin
Steven E. Watkins
Kraskin & Lesse
2120 L Street, N.W., Suite 520
Washington, D.C. 20037

David L. Nace
B. Lynn F. Ratnavale
Lukas, McGowan, Nace

& Gutierrez, Chartered
111119th Street, N.W., Suite 1200
Washington, D.C. 20036

NPPCA
2117 L Street, N.W.
Suite 175
Washington, D.C. 20037

Jack Richards
Kellery and Heckman LLP
1001 G Street, N.W.
Suite 500 West
Washington, D.C. 20001

David Cosson
L. Marie Guillory
2626 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20037



Jarice Obuchowski
Michael Wack
1100 New York Avenue, N.W.
Suite 650 East Tower
Washington, D.C. 20005

Mark J. Tauber
Mark J. O'Connor
Piper & Marbury L.L.P.
1200 19th Street, N.W.
Seventh Floor
Washington, D.C. 20036

Lisa M. Zaina
Ken Johnson
OPASTCO
21 Dupont Circle, N.W.
Suite 700
Washington, D.C. 20036

Mark J. Golden
Robert Cohen
500 Montgomery Avenue
Suite 700
Alexandria, VA 22314

Richard Ekstrand
2120 L Street, N.W.
Suite 520
Washington, D.C. 20037

Caressa D. Bennet
Dorothy E. Cukier
Bennet & Bennet, PLLC
1019 Nineteenth Street, N.W.
Suite 500
Washington, D.C. 20036

Jonathan M. Chambers
1801 K Street, N.W.
Suite M-112
Washington, D.C. 20006
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Cheryl A. Tritt
Joan E. Neat
James A. Casey
Morrison & Foerster LLP
2000 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W.
Suite 5500
Washington, D.C. 20006

Mike Morris
8150 Transcanada Highway
St. Laurent, Quebec
Canada H4S 1M5

Charles R. Geer
Dan Sonntag
4600 South Ulster Street
Suite 700
Denver, CO 80237

Wayne V. Btack
John Reardon
Keller and Heckman LLP
1001 G Street, Suite 500 West
Washington, D.C. 20001

Richard A. Finnigan
2405 Evergreen Park Drive, S. W.
Suite B-1
Olympia, WA 98502

Mary McDermott
Linda Kent
Charles D. Cosson
Keith Townsend
U.S. Telephone Association
1401 H Street, N.W., Suite 600
Washington, D.C. 20005

Dan L. Poole
Jeffrey S. Bork
1020 19th Street, N.W., Suite 700
Washington, D.C. 20036

Jeffrey L. Sheldon
UTC
1140 Connecticut Ave., N.W.
Suite 1140
Washington, D.C. 20036



Gene DeJordy
Western Wireless Corporation
2001 N.W. Sammamish Road
Issaquah, WA 98027

Louis Gurman
Doane F. Kiechel
Gurman, Blask & Freedman,

Chartered
1400 16th Street, N.W.
Suite 500
Washington, D.C. 20036

Mark E. Crosby
Frederick J. Day
Industrial Telecommunications
Association, Inc.

1110 North Glebe Road
Suite 500
Arlington, VA 22201

Dean W. Voeks
PCS Wisconsin, LLC
1912 Parmenter Street
Middleton, WI 53562-0070
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